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GRADE 6 · NUMBER AND MAGNITUDE

Interpret negative numbers in context

1 What does a temperature of −2 °C mean?

2 degrees below zero 2 degrees above zero

2 A diver is at −4 metres. Where is the diver?

4 metres below sea level 4 metres above sea level

3 Ana dives to −4 metres. Ben dives to −13 metres. Who is lower?

Ana Ben

4 Noah's bank balance is −$11. What does that balance mean?

Noah owes $11 Noah has $11

5 Ana dives to −11 metres. Ben dives to −2 metres. Who is lower?

Ana Ben

6 Leo's bank balance is −$4. What does that balance mean?

Leo has $4 Leo owes $4

7 One town is at −15 °C. Another town is at −5 °C. Which temperature is colder?

−15 °C −5 °C

8 Ivy's bank balance is −$12. What does that balance mean?

Ivy has $12 Ivy owes $12

9 Maya's bank balance is −$12. What does that balance mean?

Maya has $12 Maya owes $12
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10 One town is at −3 °C. Another town is at 15 °C. Which temperature is colder?

−3 °C 15 °C
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ANSWER KEY · GRADE 6 · NUMBER AND MAGNITUDE

Interpret negative numbers in context

1 2 degrees below zero 2 4 metres below sea level

3 Ben 4 Noah owes $11

5 Ana 6 Leo owes $4

7 −15 °C 8 Ivy owes $12

9 Maya owes $12 10 −3 °C
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